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Jan Hus and the early movement of the Bohemian reformation 

Jan Hus is a well-known representative of the Bohemian and European history even though 

his attempts to reform the church ended in accusations of heresy and his burning at the stake 

in Constance. The Bohemian movement is often only associated with the Hussite wars but is 

rarely tied to the general reformation movement. It was Martin Luther, however, who put 

emphasis on the historically important Hussite movement. Through his words ‘omnes sumus 

Hussitae ignorantes’ (We are all Hussites even without knowing it), he elevated Jan Hus into 

the family of reformers and established him together with John Wycliff as one of the early 

representatives of the reformation movement. This also emphasized the importance of the 

roots of the Bohemian reform movement within the environment of the Charles University 

Prague and also of the Bohemian Wycliffism. Beginning in Prague the words and teachings of 

Jan Hus spread far and wide. The Lutheran reformation kept close contact with the bohemian 

reform church of the Utraquisten as well as with the Unitas Fratrum. Through Jan Hus these 

reform movements of Bohemian culture became well-known within the world Reformation 

movement and established the early beginning of the Boehamin reformation itself. 


