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18th February, 2022 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Pilot implementation report of the Carpathian Strategy of biodiversity 
and landscape conservation surrounding Pieniny National Park 

published! 

 

The Pilot action completion report of the “Carpathian strategy for enhancing biodiversity and landscape 
conservation outside and inside protected areas”, in areas adjacent to the Pieniny National Park 
(Poland) developed within the Interreg CE Centralparks project is newly available in Polish language on 
the national park´s website. 

Pilot action completion report surrounding Pieniny National Park 

The report summarises the implementation of the pilot action carried out under Centralparks. and presents, 
among others, recommendations resulting from the test implementation of the “Carpathian strategy for 
strengthening biodiversity conservation and landscape outside and inside protected areas” in areas adjacent 
to the Polish Pieniny National Park. The strategy and its implementation is part of the thematic 1st thematic 
work package “Integration of biodiversity conservation and sustainable development in the Carpathian 
region”.  

The surroundings of the Pieniny National Park were selected due to the constantly increasing investment 
pressure on the areas located within the Park boundaries and its buffer zone. The Pieniny National Park 
administration hopes that the presented report will draw the attention of a broader audience on the 
importance of preventing further adverse effects of increasing development pressures on the national park, 
its external buffer zone, and surrounding areas within the four municipalities involved. Moreover, it’s 
publication is also intended to help mitigate threats to the ecological connectivity and landscape values of 
the Polish-Slovak transboundary Pieniny region. 

The pilot action was coordinated by the Centralparks partner Ekopsychology Society, in cooperation with 
the management of the Pieniny National Park and with the support and involvement of the local governments 
of the four municipalities where the buffer zone of the national park was designated, i.e. the municipalities 
of Czorsztyn, Krościenko nad Dunajcem, Łapsze Niżne and Szczawnica. 
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More about Centralparks 

The Carpathians are one of the most important European wildlife refuges harbouring some of the last 
undisturbed ecosystems (primeval beech forests) and one-third of European vascular flora (endemic and 
threatened plant species). This area supports viable populations of all big native carnivores (incl. the 
brown bear, wolf, lynx) and all big native herbivores (incl. free-roaming European bison). Moreover, it 
forms one of the main European ecological corridors allowing migrations of animal populations and genetic 
exchange. Biodiversity loss is a global problem and the Carpathians are no exception. Threats are 
increasing due to changes in social and economic conditions, incl. infrastructure development and tourism 
pressure, habitat destruction and fragmentation, poaching and illegal logging, pollution, climate change, 
over-harvesting and inappropriate natural resource management methods, putting the mountain 
ecosystem under an enormous pressure. 

The Carpathian protected area system is not capable of an effective management, as nature conservation 
policies and management cultures significantly vary among the Carpathian countries. Traditional 
approaches to natural resource management and biodiversity conservation may no longer be sufficient to 
guarantee long-lasting economic benefits and provision of ecosystem services. 

The Centralparks project aims to reconcile nature conservation and local socio-economic development, as 
well as to ensure the support and better involve local communities. Policy support documents and tools, 
tailored for decision-makers and protected area managers will focus on enhancing biodiversity and 
landscape conservation, local sustainable tourism development, integrated nature conservation planning, 
habitat evaluation and communication with local communities. 

For press queries: 

Hanna Öllös  

Centralparks Communication Manager 

European Wilderness Society 

E: hanna.ollos@wilderness-society.org 

 

We kindly ask you to provide the published press clippings to us! 

 

 


