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Resilient Cultural 
Heritage
I. Preamble
5. It is urgent and critical to anticipate, 
plan for and reduce disaster risk in 
order to more effectively protect 
persons, communities and countries, 
their livelihoods, health, cultural
heritage, socioeconomic assets and 
ecosystems, and thus strengthen their 
resilience.



Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk
23. Policies and practices for disaster risk management should be based on an 
understanding of disaster risk in all its dimensions of vulnerability, capacity, exposure of 
persons and assets, hazard characteristics and the environment. Such knowledge can be 
leveraged for the purposeof pre-disaster risk assessment, for prevention and mitigation 
and for the development and implementation of appropriate preparedness and effective 
response to disasters

National and local levels
24. To achieve this, it is important:
(d) To systematically evaluate, record, share and publicly account for disaster losses and 

understand the economic, social, health, education, environmental and cultural 
heritage impacts, as appropriate, in the context of event-specific hazard-exposure 
and vulnerability information;



Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience
29. Public and private investment in disaster risk prevention and reduction through 
structural and non-structural measures are essential to enhance the economic, social, 
health and cultural resilience of persons, communities, countries and their assets, as well 
as the environment. These can be drivers of innovation, growth and job creation. Such 
measures are cost-effective and instrumental to save lives, prevent and reduce losses 
and ensure effective recovery and rehabilitation.

National and local levels
30. To achieve this, it is important:
(d) To protect or support the protection of cultural and collecting institutions and 

other sites of historical, cultural heritage and religious interest;



Building the Resilience of Nations and
Communities to Disasters
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World Heritage



Building Cities Resilience to Disasters in Europe: 
Protecting Cultural Heritage and adapting to Climate Change

Venice, 19-20 March 2012

VENICE DECLARATION 
• Support the integration of heritage concerns into national and local disaster 

risk reduction policies and plans and, at the same time, ensure that disaster 
risks are taken into consideration within management plans and systems for 
heritage properties in their territories, notably for World Heritage Cities; 

• Ensure that sustainable development strategies reflect disaster risk reduction 
measures at the local level for urban sustainability and resilient growth; 
https://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/assets/about/documents/Venice-Declaration-2012.pdf
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https://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/assets/about/documents/Venice-Declaration-2012.pdf


Local SLR and number of floodings per year 1870-2019



29th october 2018



29 october 2018



12 November 2019





2000 sq m 
of pavement
mosaics





This mosaic of Archangel Gabriel is located 12 m up 
from the pavement
The salty water rise up in the bricks by capillarity 

Archangel Gabriel



Cultural Heritage at Risk
• St. Mark’s Basilica opened in 1094, i.e. 925 yrs ago. The local mean 

sea level (msl) was >1m lower than today (!)
• The pressure by salt water in the last 100 years (+35 cm of msl), in 

the last 50 in particular  is unprecedented. In addition, air pollution 
(SOx), and more intense use.

Result> ACCELERATED AGING







Citizens’ participation

Since 1995 in Venice is active a group of volunteers dedicated to the protection of 
cultural assets in case of emergency

In-field 
Activities

Training

Monitoring



Thank you for your attention

campostrini@corila.it
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